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Secondary Contact
FY 2020-2021 Agency Accountability Report
Reorganization and Compliance Responses:
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Primary Contact:
Agency Mission
The mission of the Secretary of State’s Office is to provide innovative technology to enhance the transaction of business in the state, to serve the business community 




The Secretary of State’s Office is continuing efforts to improve customer service to businesses, charities, public officials, and members of the public by expanding the 
accessibility and efficiency of its statutorily-mandated services.  The Secretary of State’s Office seeks to do this by increasing and enhancing its online applications, 
while retaining the option for traditional, in-person customer service. 
2021
Recommendations for reorganization requiring legislative change.
No
Please list significant events related to the agency that occurred in FY 2020-2021.
Does the agency intend to make any other major reorganization to divisions, departments, or programs to allow the agency to operate more effectively and 
efficiently in FY 2021-22?
Note: It is not recommended that agencies plan major reorganization projects every year.  This section should remain blank unless there is a need for 
reorganization.
No
Is the agency in compliance with S.C. Code Ann. § 2-1-220, which requires submission of certain reports to the Legislative Services Agency for publication 
online and the State Library?  See also S.C. Code Ann. § 60-2-20.
Yes
If not, please explain why.
Is the agency in compliance with various requirements to transfer its records, including electronic ones, to the Department of Archives and History?  See 
the Public Records Act (S.C. Code Ann. § 20-1-10 through 20-1-180) and the South Carolina Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (S.C. Code Ann. § 26-6-10 
through 26-10-210).
Yes
Does the law allow the agency to promulgate regulations?
Yes
Please list the law number(s) which gives the agency the authority to promulgate regulations.
§§ 5-1-10 to 5-1-110; § 26-2-190; § 26-6-190; §§ 30-6-10 to 30-6-70; § 33-57-190; § 36-9-526; § 47-9-400
Reorganization and Compliance FY 2020‐2021
1
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Yes
Has the agency promulgated any regulations?
Yes
Is the agency in compliance with S.C. Code Ann. § 1-22-120(J), which requires an agency to conduct a formal review of its regulations every five years?
Reorganization and Compliance FY 2020‐2021
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Narrative FY 2020-2021   
 
AGENCY’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 
 
Statutory Duties  
 
The Office of the Secretary of State is mandated by the South Carolina Code of Laws to serve as the 
state filing office for business corporations, nonprofit corporations, limited partnerships, limited liability 
partnerships, and limited liability companies, as well as for all Uniform Commercial Code Article 9 
secured transaction filings. The Secretary of State also serves as the agent for service of process for 
corporations that do not have authority to transact business in South Carolina, and serves as registered 
agent as otherwise provided by statute. In addition to business filings, the Secretary of State’s Office 
examines and files state trademarks, maintains the state notary public database, and issues commissions 
for elected officials and those appointed by the Governor. The Secretary of State’s Office is also 
responsible for issuing all statewide cable franchises and serves as the repository for several types of 
municipal filings. The office handles the incorporation of municipalities and special purpose districts, 
the annexations of land, and the escheatment of real property in South Carolina. Finally, the Secretary of 
State’s Office regulates charitable organizations, professional fundraisers, nonprofit raffles, business 
opportunities and employment agencies.  
 
Mission Statement    
    
The mission of the Secretary of State’s Office is to provide innovative technology to enhance the 
transaction of business in the state, to serve the business community and members of the public with 
prompt and efficient customer service, to protect the charitable donors of South Carolina, and to fulfill 
all other statutory duties of the office.                                                  
 
The South Carolina Code requires the Secretary of State to serve as the filing agent for several types of 
documents, as noted in the table below: 
 
Agency Division Work Processes Processed in FY 2020-21 
 
Business Filings 
UCC Filings 132,271 
Corporate Filings 155,449 




Charity Registrations & Financial Reports 30,490 
Charity Financial Report Extensions 7,557 
Professional Fundraiser Registrations 1,499 
Fundraiser Contracts & Financial Reports 2,679 




Notary Public Filings 23,349 
Apostille & Authentication Filings 10,51 
State Board & Commission Appointments 918 
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Narrative FY 2020-2021 
Oaths & Commissions for Constables, SLED 
Agents, Department of Natural Resources & 
Other Law Enforcement Officers 
381 
Other Oaths & Commissions 1,107 
Trademarks Trademark & Service Mark Registrations 863 
Service of Process Service of Process Requests 704 
Annexation Filings 321 
Cable Franchise Filings 14 
Employment Agency Applications 185 
Business Opportunity Applications 90 
Special Purpose Districts 185 
As the state’s repository for these official filings, the Secretary of State’s Office continues to make 
technology enhancements a top priority.  The goal of these enhancements is threefold: maintaining the 
highest levels of customer service and accessibility; improving the efficiency and productivity of our 
staff; and protecting the data and infrastructure of the agency.  This focus has proven invaluable in 
adapting to the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In FY 2020-21, the Secretary of State’s Office saw substantial increases in the number of filings across 
all divisions.  For example, the number of charities registering to solicit in South Carolina increased 
13% from those registering in FY 2019-2020.  The total number of notary public filings increased by 
over 32%.  Most notably, the number of business filings in FY 2020-21 was 58% greater than the prior 
fiscal year.  Despite the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Secretary of State’s Office was able to 
manage this growth through the hard work and dedication of its staff, as well as the online services and 
business continuity plan implemented before the pandemic.   
Some services were limited by social distancing guidelines.  For example, in FY 2020-21, the Secretary 
of State’s Office did not offer in-person notary public seminars as in prior years.  Instead, in September 
2020, Secretary Hammond offered a virtual notaries webinar that was accessible to customers online.  
Wise charitable giving presentations and other charities-related trainings were also offered virtually, 
including a virtual raffles webinar in May 2021.  Throughout the pandemic, the Secretary of State’s 
Office has remained committed to educating its customers and members of the public on the services it 
offers.    
Technology Enhancements and Cyber Security  
The Information Technology (IT) Division is integral in providing the online and internal applications 
for customers and staff, as well as ensuring that the agency has the infrastructure and security to operate. 
In FY 2020-21, the IT Division continued its mission to expand online technology for our customers and 
create new internal applications to increase productivity. The Deputy Secretary and Division Directors 
work closely with IT staff on new application development. Additionally, updates to existing 
applications continue to provide efficient online services for customers.  The need for innovative 
Municipalities 
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technology to serve the State of South Carolina is continually evolving, and the agency’s IT capabilities 
were key in adapting to the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
In FY 2020-21, IT staff finished the second phase of the Charities Division Enhancement project, which 
upgraded the internal side of the application.  IT Staff also deployed a new application for business 
opportunities.  In addition, IT staff deployed a new browser and updated applications to make them 
modern browser compatible.  The Secretary of State’s IT Division provides daily support for 11 internal 
applications, and updates these applications as needed to increase efficiency for staff and customers. 
 
Cybersecurity remains a constant challenge, and in FY 2020-21, the IT Division met this challenge by 
providing continuous security updates to firewalls, servers, and PCs.  In FY 2020-21, IT staff replicated 
the corporate and UCC databases to the agency’s in-house server for data redundancy and backup.  The 
IT Division remains vigilant in its support of both in-house and customer-facing technology for the 
benefit of staff and members of the public. 
 
As the COVD-19 pandemic continued into FY 2020-21, the Secretary of State’s Office saw an increase 
in the usage of online filing applications.  For example, online adoption for business filings increased 
from 81.4% at the end of FY 2019-20 to 90% in FY 2020-21.  Approximately 71% of charities 
registrations were filed online—up from 64.5% the prior year.  To adapt to the pandemic’s social 
distancing guidelines, the Secretary of State offered virtual webinars on notaries public and raffles.  IT 
staff was instrumental in producing and live streaming these webinars so that customers could attend 
from the safety of their home or office.   
 
The Secretary of State’s Office continues to work with the Department of Administration’s Division of 
Technology to provide off-site storage of our databases as part of our disaster recovery plan. In addition, 
we continue to work on the requirements of the Department’s statewide security plan. As the office 
continues to expand online services offered, maintaining IT infrastructure remains more critical than 
ever for serving our customers.   
 
Business Filings Division 
 
The Secretary of State’s Office is integral to the transaction of business in the state. New business 
formations and amendments to existing business entities are filed with the office. The Secretary is also 
responsible for Uniform Commercial Code Article 9 secured transaction filings. The Secretary of State’s 
Office saw a substantial increase in the number of these business filings during FY 2020-21. 
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The number of Uniform Commercial Code filings increased by 12% percent from the previous year, 
from 117,819 filed in FY 2019-20 to 132,271 filed in FY 2020-21.  The number of corporate filings 
increased by 58% percent, from 98,077 filed in FY 2019-20, to 155,449 filed in FY 2020-21.  The total 
number of business filings for FY 2020-21 was 287,720, up 33% percent from the 215,896 filed in FY 
2019-20.         
 
Secretary Hammond remains committed to providing online filing capabilities which are critical for our 
customers.  In FY 2020-21, the Secretary of State’s Office continued to conduct studies of filing 
processes and implement system enhancements to increase the online adoption rate, as well as increase 
overall efficiency and effectiveness.  With continuous enhancements to the Business Entities Online 
Filing, Search, and Retrieval System, online filings rose to 90%—a 10% increase from FY 2019-20—
while adoption of the online Business Filings Document Request application was 97.19%. Together, 
these online systems continue to allow businesses to file corporate documents online and receive filed 
copies electronically from any location, at any time. With the Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) Filing, 
Search and Document Retrieval System, 70% of the documents were filed online, while 99% of UCC 
searches were conducted online.  Offering these web-based online services was especially beneficial 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to providing online service to our business customers, the 
Secretary of State’s Office is committed to responding to calls and walk-in customers.  For example, in 
FY 2020-21, the corporate phone room assisted 73,875 customers, which was an increase of 25% over 
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Division of Public Charities—Filings, Enforcement, and Donor Education 
 
As administrator of the South Carolina Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act, Secretary Hammond 
remains committed to promoting transparency in charitable giving and protecting the donors of South 
Carolina.  Under the Act, the mission of the Secretary of State’s Division of Public Charities is to (1) 
efficiently register all charitable organizations and professional fundraisers that are soliciting in the state 
of South Carolina; (2) review all financial reports submitted by registered charities and fundraisers, and 
make this information available to the public; and (3) investigate and prosecute all violations of the 
Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act. 
 
In FY 2020-21, 15,987 charitable organizations registered or filed annual applications for registration 
exemption with the Secretary of State’s Division of Public Charities.  This was an increase of 13% over 
the previous year.  Of these registration filings, 71% were filed using the Secretary of State’s Online 
Charities System. Additionally, the Division of Public Charities filed 22,060 annual financial reports and 
annual financial report extensions for charitable organizations, an increase of 25% over FY 2019-20.  
The Charities Division also filed 4,178 professional fundraiser registrations, fundraising contracts and 





The statute allowing nonprofit raffles for charitable purposes was repealed on July 1, 2020 pursuant to a 
sunset provision, but was reinstated on September 25, 2020.  Despite this brief interruption, 480 
nonprofit organizations filed raffle registrations with the Charities Division in FY 2020-21, and 70% of 
















TOTAL NUMBER OF CHARITIES SOLICITING IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA THAT ARE ON FILE WITH THE 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC CHARITIES
Registration Statement Application for Registration Exemption
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During FY 2020-21, Secretary Hammond continued to bring enforcement actions against charities and 
professional fundraisers that violated the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act. The Secretary of State’s 
Office collected $402,995.00 in fine revenue for violations of the Solicitation of Charitable Fund Act in 
FY 2020-21, a five percent increase over the prior fiscal year.  The Secretary of State’s Office was 
successful in seeking injunctive relief against in-state charitable organizations that were not in 
compliance with the Solicitations of Charitable Funds Act, filing 10 petitions for injunctive relief with 
the South Carolina Administrative Law Court against noncompliant charitable organizations. The 
Secretary of State’s Investigations Division opened over 316 cases involving charities, professional 
fundraisers and raffles.  Additionally, the Investigations Division reviewed 3,381 expired and terminated 
charities, and issued 444 registration violations as a result. 
    
The Online Charitable Solicitation Complaint Form continues to be an important tool in the enforcement 
of the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act.  This application allows consumers to submit confidential 
complaints regarding charitable organizations, professional fundraisers, and raffles directly through the 
Secretary of State’s website.  In FY 2020-21, investigative staff received 412 charity complaints, and 
106 of these complaints were submitted online at the agency’s website.  
    
In addition to promoting transparency and accountability, Secretary Hammond believes that donor 
education is central to fostering a culture of wise charitable giving.  To that end, the Secretary of State’s 
Office maintained the search engines for charities, professional fundraisers, and raffles on its website, 
which allowed donors to look up registered organizations and review the most recent financial 
information filed with the Division of Public Charities.  As in previous years, the agency issued a public 
service announcement during the holiday season to promote wise charitable giving and notifying the 
public of the online services offered by the Charities Division.  The Secretary of State’s Office also 
published a Crowdfunding and Online Giving Brochure, to provide guidance on wise charitable giving 
in the age of social media.  In October 2020, the office participated in International Charity Fraud 
Awareness Week, a multistate public education campaign, by publishing on its website the 2019-2020 
Wise Giving Report.  The Wise Giving Report provided tips on wise charitable giving as well as 
detailed information from fundraising contracts and joint financial reports filed by professional solicitors 
in 2019 and 2020.  Additionally, the Secretary of State’s Office included the 2020 Give Smart Watch 
List in the Wise Giving Report.  The Give Smart Watch List named 10 charitable organizations 
soliciting or currently registered to solicit in South Carolina that spent less than 40% of their total 
expenses on their charitable programs, or that failed to disclose to donors how they use their revenue.   
 
Furthermore, Secretary of State’s Office staff conducted seven speaking presentations and trainings on 
the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act and nonprofit raffles.  Because of the constraints of the COVID-
19 pandemic, five of these were conducted virtually.  This included a live nonprofit raffles webinar 
during which participants could submit questions to agency staff.  A link to the webinar was also 
published on the Secretary of State’s website to provide guidance to raffles customers unable to attend 
the live presentation.  
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Trademarks Division and Counterfeit Goods Enforcement 
 
The Secretary of State’s Office is the agency responsible for examining and filing all state trademarks 
and service marks.  In FY 2020-21, the office filed 863 trademarks and service marks.  This was a 21% 
increase over FY 2019-20.  To assist trademarks customers, the Secretary of State’s Office maintains an 
online listing of trademarks and service marks registered with the Secretary of State. The list is updated 
daily and includes the name of the trademark or service mark, the relevant goods or services and class 
numbers, the applicant’s name, and the expiration date of the mark. This listing makes it easier for 
trademark customers to determine the availability of a mark, and improves the efficiency of the 
Trademarks Division by reducing the number of calls received from customers.   
 
The Secretary of State’s Office continued to assist law enforcement on the local, state and federal level 
to investigate and prosecute counterfeit trafficking in South Carolina.  In FY 2020-21, the Secretary of 
State’s Office opened 32 counterfeit investigations, and participated in investigations that led to two 
arrests, 15 cease-and-desist orders, and the seizure of $2,068,920.00 in counterfeit merchandise.  The 
Secretary of State’s Investigations Division assisted the United States Department of Homeland Security 
by serving as experts in identification of counterfeit goods.  As a result of these efforts, the 
Investigations Division was able to assist with the interception of $455,265.00 in counterfeit goods 
before it was circulated in South Carolina. 
 
Division of Notaries Public, Boards and Commissions, and Authentications 
 
The Secretary of State is the public official charged with commissioning notaries public in the state of 
South Carolina.  Notaries public play an important role in the prevention of fraud.  In FY 2020-21, the 
Secretary of State commissioned 18,776 notaries public.  As of June 30, 2021, there were a total of 
147,179 commissioned notaries public in South Carolina.  
 
In FY 2020-21, the State Legislature passed, and Governor Henry McMaster signed into law, the South 
Carolina Electronic Notary Public Act. The Act allows the notarization of electronic documents using an 
electronic or digital signature.  Once regulations are promulgated and vendors of electronic notarization 
technology are approved, notaries public will be able to register with the Secretary of State as electronic 
notaries.  The agency expects that this will be completed in 2022.  
 
In order to comply to the social distancing guidelines of the COVID-19 pandemic, Secretary Hammond 
conducted the agency’s first ever live notary webinar in FY 2020-21.  This virtual seminar allowed 
members of the public to learn about South Carolina’s notary requirements from the safety of their home 
or office.  Additionally, the Secretary of State’s Office has provided a link to a recording of notary 
public webinar on its website.  
 
Notaries Division staff continues to update the state boards and commissions online database that 
launched in 2014.  The online system has benefited members of the public interested in serving on state 
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boards and commissions, and the appointing authorities as well, by providing up-to-date information on 
current board members, expired terms and vacancies.   
 
The Secretary of State’s Notaries Division processes apostilles and authentications daily for our 
customers who seek this service for adoption records, school records and transcripts, vital records, 
background checks and travel documents.  The Notaries Division issued 10,051 apostilles and 
authentications in FY 2020-21. Furthermore, the Notaries Division responded to over 10,578 phone calls 
and had 2,467 walk-in customers. The Notaries Division also is responsible for maintaining all 
Executive Orders of the Governor and Ratified Acts of the General Assembly. 
 
Risk Assessment and Mitigation Strategies  
  
The Secretary of State’s Office is integral in the transaction of business in the state.  The duties of the 
office are mandated by statute.  Failing to accomplish our goals and objectives would have a detrimental 
impact on business and the economy in South Carolina, since articles forming, amending, and dissolving 
businesses are filed in the Secretary of State’s Office.  The customers we serve include individual 
members of the public, business entities, nonprofits, lending institutions, the legal community, 
accountants, state agencies, and members of the legislative and executive branches of government. 
 
In addition to affecting the business community, failing to meet our goals and objectives would impact 
charitable donors in the state of South Carolina.  The Secretary of State is tasked with promoting 
transparency and accountability through the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act, and taking 
enforcement actions against violators of the Act.  The Secretary of State’s Office also works alongside 
the General Assembly and Governor’s Office by filing Ratified Acts and Executive Orders, as well as 
commissioning public officials.   
 
In order to ensure that the Secretary of State’s Office meets its goals and objectives, the General 
Assembly could provide the following to ensure that the office does not face a crisis in delivering 
services: 
 
1. Permit the Secretary of State’s Office to maintain additional revenue collected from other funds 
to assist with the operations of the office with increased spending authorization.   
2. Provide needed resources by increasing the agency’s General Fund appropriations.  In FY 2020-
2021, the Secretary of State returned $13.4 million to the State General Fund, while receiving 
state appropriations of only $1.2 million.  Increasing General Fund appropriations would allow 





The Secretary of State’s Office has no restructuring recommendations as none are needed in this agency.  
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Conclusion 
Throughout his tenure as South Carolina’s Secretary of State, Secretary Hammond has remained 
committed to providing exemplary customer service to the public while fulfilling the many statutory 
duties of the office.  He continues to strive toward this goal through cross-training of staff and 
enhancing the technological services of the office.  The value of these technological services has been 
demonstrated during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Secretary Hammond remains committed to educating 
the public about the services offered by the agency, maintaining South Carolina’s business friendly 
environment, and promoting transparency and accountability in charitable giving.       
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Secretary of State
Constitutional Officer 




Deputy Secretary of 


















































































































































Strategy 1.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 










1.1.1 Percentage increase in online filing 85% 90% 91% Percent




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of customers filing 
online / total # of 
customers filing Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
91% of our corporations filings 
are performed online
1.1.2
Expand online special corporate filings availability to 
customers filing business trusts, cooperatives, and 
captive insurance agencies 50% 70% 90% Percent




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of special corporate 
filings made online / Total 
number of special 
corporate filings Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
90% of possible corporation 
filings are available online
FY 2020-2021 Agency Accountability Report
FY2020-21 Strategic Plan:
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Develop and expand technology to make agency services even more accessible to businesses, other entities, and the general public
Expand functionality and enhancements to online business filings and document request system
FY 2020‐2021 Strategic Plan FY 2020‐2021 13
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal
Strategy 1.2 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 











Provide security upgrades/enhancements to 
charities in-house application and upgrade 




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
Percent of completion by 
June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Indirect benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
All security upgrades were 
completed in the charities 
application. Over 90% of the 
enhancements to the charities in-
house application have been 
made.
1.2.2 Percentage of online filings and use of online system 65% 75% 70% Percent




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of customers filing 
online / total # of 
customers filing Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
In FY 2020-21, 71% of all charity 
registrations were filed online, 
70% of all raffle registrations were 
filed online, and 68.2% of charity 
financial reports were filed online.
Develop and expand technology to make agency services even more accessible to businesses, other entities, and the general public
Expand functionality and enhancements to charities, professional fundraisers, and raffles online filing system
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Develop and expand technology to make agency services even more accessible to businesses, other entities, and the general public
Strategy 1.3 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 











Increase number of digitized records/filings with 
employment agency filings, business opportunity 
filings, municipal incorporation filings, and railroad 
records 60% 70% 60% Percent




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of customers filing 
online / total # of 
customers filing Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
No additional increase of digitized 
records possible due to the 
increased volume of 
UCC/Corporations filings this 
fiscal year.
1.3.2
Create unified in-house system for digital 
applications 70% 75% 70%
Percent 
Complete




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
Percent of completion by 
June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Indirect benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Project was unable to be done 
during this time frame due to the 
increased volume of 
UCC/Corporations filings this 
fiscal year.
1.3.3
Provide access to municipal incorporation filings to 
the general public through agency website 0% 50% 0%
Percent 
Complete




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
Percent of completion by 
June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Project will not begin until FY 
2021-22.
1.3.4
Create in-house database for registered qualified 
businesses under High Growth Small Business Job 
Creation Act 0% 50% 0%
Percent 
Complete




Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
Percent of completion by 
June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Indirect benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Project will not begin until FY 
2021-22.
Expand in-house applications to meet statutory requirements, protect permanent state records, and provide public access to information
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
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Goal Develop and expand technology to make agency services even more accessible to businesses, other entities, and the general public
Strategy 1.4 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Provide remote learning opportunities to notaries public Government and Citizens
Measure 











Livestream notary public training seminar that allows 
notaries and members of the general public to 
engage with agency staff while maintaining social 
distancing guidelines, in addition to providing 




Year (July 1 - 
June 30). Total number published Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Livestream notary public training 
was presented on September 21, 
2020.
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Educate and empower the general public to make informed decisions about wise charitable giving
Strategy 2.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Promote public awareness and education on the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act through in-person and virtual presentations Government and Citizens
Measure 











Number of wise charitable giving seminars and 
trainings on the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act 
conducted throughout the state and virtually to 
targeted audiences, including charitable 
organizations, fraternal organizations, industry 








Year (July 1 - 
June 30). Total number of trainings Staff Reports
Charities, 
Investigative 
and Legal Staff 
Records
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Seven presentations were 
conducted to educate the public 
on the Solicitation of Charitable 
Funds Act and nonprofit raffles.
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Educate and empower the general public to make informed decisions about wise charitable giving
Strategy 2.2 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 












Provide listing of suspended and enjoined charities 
and professional fundraisers on agency website that 








Year (July 1 - 
June 30). Total number published
IT Reports; Staff 
Reports Website
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Searchable databases were 
successfully provided.
2.2.2
Provide listing of suspended and enjoined charities 
and professional fundraisers on agency website that 








Year (July 1 - 
June 30). Total number published
IT Reports; Staff 
Reports Website
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Suspended and enjoined charities 
and professional fundraisers are 
now on agency website and 
updated daily. 
2.2.3
Publish annual wise giving and professional solicitor 





Year (July 1 - 
June 30). Total number published
IT Reports; Staff 
Reports Website
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Annual wise giving and 
professional solicitor report was 
published on the agency website. 
2.2.4
Publish donor guide to crowdfunding on agency 





Year (July 1 - 
June 30). Total number published




and Legal Staff 
Records
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Crowdfunding donor guide was 
published on agency website.





Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
Total number of public 
service announcements Staff Reports
Administrative 
Staff Records
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Annual Charities Public Service 
Announcement broadcasted from 
the end of November through the 
first week of January.
Promote public awareness of wise charitable giving through information on agency website
FY 2020‐2021 18FY 2020‐2021 Strategic Plan
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Protect the public from unscrupulous charities and professional fundraisers through enforcement actions
Strategy 3.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 












Number of in-state enforcement actions, including 
petitions for injunctive relief, filed with the 








Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
Total number of in-state 
enforcement actions Staff Reports
Legal Staff 
Records
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000
Ten petitions for injunctive relief 
were filed in Administrative Law 
Court.
Increase efforts to hold charitable organizations and professional fundraisers accountable under the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act through expanded judicial/court/legal actions
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Protect the public from unscrupulous charities and professional fundraisers through enforcement actions
Strategy 3.2 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Collaborate with other state and federal agencies to bring multistate actions against charitable organizations and professional fundraisers, and conduct nationwide educational campaigns on charity fraud Government and Citizens
Measure 












Number of joint enforcement actions and/or 
educational outreach programs conducted with out-








Year (July 1 - 
June 30).




state agencies Staff Reports
Legal Staff 
Records
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000





Strategy 1.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 












1.1.1 Percentage increase in online filing 91% 90% Percent
Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of customers 
filing online / total 
# of customers 
filing Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
1.1.2
Expand online special corporate filings availability to 
customers filing business trusts, cooperatives, and 
captive insurance agencies 90% 80% Percent
Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of special 
corporate filings 
made online / 
Total number of 
special corporate 
filings Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
FY 2020-2021 Agency Accountability Report
FY2021-22 Strategic Plan:
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Develop and expand technology to make agency services even more accessible to businesses, other entities, and the general public
Expand functionality and enhancements to online business filings and document request system
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal
Strategy 1.2 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 













Provide security upgrades/enhancements to charities 
in-house application and upgrade framework to 








June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Indirect benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000 0
1.2.2 Percentage of online filings and use of online system 70% 75% Percent
Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of customers 
filing online / total 
# of customers 
filing Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
Develop and expand technology to make agency services even more accessible to businesses, other entities, and the general public
Expand functionality and enhancements to charities, professional fundraisers, and raffles online filing system
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Develop and expand technology to make agency services even more accessible to businesses, other entities, and the general public
Strategy 1.3 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 













Increase number of digitized records/filings with 
employment agency filings, business opportunity 
filings, municipal incorporation filings, and railroad 
records 60% 90% Percent
Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
# of customers 
filing online / total 
# of customers 
filing Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
1.3.2 Create unified in-house system for digital applications 70% 75%
Percent 
Complete
Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 




June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Indirect benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000 0
1.3.3
Provide access to municipal incorporation filings to 
the general public through agency website 0% 50%
Percent 
Complete
Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 




June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
1.3.4
Create in-house database for registered qualified 
businesses under High Growth Small Business Job 
Creation Act 0% 100%
Percent 
Complete
Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 




June 30 Internal Records IT Reports
Direct customers of 
agency services
Indirect benefits to 
agency customers 0100.000000.000 0
Expand in-house applications to meet statutory requirements, protect permanent state records, and provide public access to information
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Educate and empower the general public to make informed decisions about wise charitable giving
Strategy 2.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Promote public awareness and education on the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act through in-person and virtual presentations Government and Citizens
Measure 













Number of wise charitable giving seminars and 
trainings on the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act 
conducted throughout the state and virtually to 
targeted audiences, including charitable 
organizations, fraternal organizations, industry 




Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).






Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Protect the public from unscrupulous charities and professional fundraisers through enforcement actions
Strategy 3.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Increase efforts to hold charitable organizations and professional fundraisers accountable under the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act through expanded judicial/court/legal actions Government and Citizens
Measure 













Number of in-state enforcement actions, including 
petitions for injunctive relief, filed with the 




Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).





Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Protect the public from unscrupulous charities and professional fundraisers through enforcement actions
Strategy 3.2 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 














Number of joint enforcement actions and/or 
educational outreach programs conducted with out-of-




Equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).









Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
Collaborate with other state and federal agencies to bring multistate actions against charitable organizations and professional fundraisers, and conduct nationwide educational campaigns on charity fraud
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Provide information to businesses who file with the agency to aid in th prevention of business identity theft.
Strategy 4.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Government and Citizens
Measure 














Provide emails to warn online customers and assist in 
the identification of potentially fraudulent solicitations 
related to business filings. Publish brochure to warn 
mail and walk-in customers on how to identify 
potentially fraudulent solicitations related to business 
filings. Post information on the agency website to 
notify businesses and the general public about 
business identity theft scams and potentially 
fraudulent solicitations related to business filings. 0 3 Count
equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).







Direct customers of 
agency services
Direct benefits to agency 
customers 0100.000000.000 0
Provide information through emails, mail, and on the agency website to notify business filings customers about potential business identify theft scams.
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Goal Provide web-based video trainings for the public utilizing the agency’s Charities, Professional Fundraisers & Raffles Online Filing System.
Strategy 5.1 Statewide Enterprise Objective
Develop web-based training videos/tutorials to assist charitiable organzations, professional fundraisers, and nonprofit raffles with the online filing system. Government and Citizens
Measure 














Create six training videos/tutorials for public users of 
the Charites, Professional Fundraisers, & Raffles 
Online Filing System in order to increase the number 
of customers submitting online filings and to reduce 
the number of rejected online filings, while providing 
detailed instructions on required registrations, 
financial reports, and other filings under the S.C. 
Soliciation of Charitable Funds Act.  0 6 Count
equal to or 
greater than
State Fiscal 
Year (July 1 - 
June 30).
Total number of 
videos provided Staff Reports Website
Direct customers of 
agency services





Program Number State Funded Program Title Description of State Funded Program General Other Federal TOTAL General Other Federal TOTAL
0100.000000.000 Administration $915,896.00 $1,855,538.00 $2,771,434.00 $861,711.00 $2,108,644.00 $2,970,355.00
9500.050000.000 State Employer Contributions $330,943.00 $427,658.00 $758,601.00 $385,128.00 $360,611.00 $745,739.00
FY 2020-2021 Agency Accountability Report
Budget Responses:
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
FY 2020-21 Expenditures (Actual) FY 2021-22 Expenditures (Projected)
Budget FY 2020‐2021 29
E080






Office. Report our agency must/may provide § 11‐11‐40 State Statute  
Each state board and commission must send written notification of all 






















bond. Requires a service § 11‐41‐120 State Statute  
FY 2020-2021 Agency Accountability Report
Legal Responses:
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Legal FY 2020‐2021 30
Description Purpose Law Number Jurisdiction Type Notes
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the







aggregated statewide report on the agency's website. Requires a service § 11‐44‐60 State Statute  
As a state agency, the Secretary of State must send to the Governor and the 
General Assembly an annual accountability report. Report our agency must/may provide § 1‐1‐810 State Statute  
The annual accountability report must contain the agency's mission, objectives 
to accomplish the mission, and performance measures that show the degree 





review and report must be completed every five years. Report our agency must/may provide § 1‐23‐120 State Statute  
The Secretary of State keeps the records and papers of the Executive Chamber 









equipment and rent. Requires a service § 1‐5‐50 State Statute  
The Secretary of State may collect fees to recover the costs of collection of 







plaintiff, in that order. Requires a service § 15‐9‐245 State Statute  
Legal FY 2020‐2021 31
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the



























in the case of a foreign trust, when part of the trust property is in this state. Requires a service § 15‐9‐440 State Statute  
Anyone engaged in nursery business outside of this state who ships trees or 




someone from our agency must/may serve § 2‐11‐10 State Statute
Members of the National Guard may form military corporations for the 
purpose of social activities and holding property by filing an application for 
incorporation with the Secretary of State.   Requires a service § 25‐1‐120 State Statute  
Upon appointment by the Governor, a commission is issued to each notary 
public and record of the appointment is filed with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 26‐1‐10 State Statute  
A notary public must sign by hand in ink when notarizing a paper record.  A 
notary public with a disability may sign using a signature stamp upon prior 
approval of the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 26‐1‐110 State Statute  
Legal FY 2020‐2021 32
Description Purpose Law Number Jurisdiction Type Notes
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
Notaries must notify the Secretary of State of changes in status within 45 days 




Status form to the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 26‐1‐140 State Statute  
A notary public must be a registered voter in this state, read and write the 
English language, and submit an application with no significant misstatement 
or omissions. The application form is provided by the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 26‐1‐15 State Statute  
The personal representative of a deceased notary public must notify the 








delegation. Requires a service § 26‐1‐20 State Statute  
The Secretary of State provides certificates of authority and Apostilles for 
notarized documents being sent to other states and nations. Requires a service § 26‐1‐200 State Statute  
The Secretary of State can charge a reasonable fee for issuing a certificate of 











State. Requires a service § 26‐1‐25 State Statute  
The fee for issuance or renewal of the commission is $25.00, collected by the 
Secretary of State. Requires a service § 26‐1‐30 State Statute  
All notaries public take the constitutional oath, certified copies of which are 
recorded with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 26‐1‐40 State Statute  
Legal FY 2020‐2021 33
Description Purpose Law Number Jurisdiction Type Notes
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
As a state agency, the Secretary of State's Office is required to provide the 
Executive Budget Office an annual report of the sources of all other funds 





least two months before the next session of court. Requires a service § 27‐19‐10 State Statute  
If the property is being sold at a sacrifice, the Secretary of State may buy it for 
the Department of Administration, which can then rent or sell the property in 
a manner for the best interests of the State. Requires a service § 27‐19‐100 State Statute  
The escheatment case is heard before a jury and judge, and the court certifies 
the verdict to the Secretary of State who records it in a book for that purpose 










from escheated lands. Requires a service § 27‐19‐310 State Statute  
The Secretary of State cannot directly or indirectly purchase any escheated 
lands. If he does so, he is subject to payment of $5,000.00 and will be 




other escheatment cases in discretion of the Department of Administration. Requires a service § 27‐19‐340 State Statute  
The Secretary of State must provide an annual report showing receipts and 
payments in each case of escheat, including all resales, income, rents, and 




accrued to the State by his misconduct or fraudulent practices. Requires a manner of delivery § 27‐19‐370 State Statute
When there is no claimant to the land, the Secretary of State can rent it until 
the escheatment process is concluded and the land is sold. Requires a service § 27‐19‐60 State Statute  
Legal FY 2020‐2021 34
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the










changed. Requires a service § 27‐19‐80 State Statute  
If land is larger than 600 acres and it would be an advantage to the State in its 
sale, the Secretary of State shall divide the land in a manner most beneficial to 















returned. Requires a service § 30‐11‐20 State Statute  
Instruments in writing for railroads are filed by the Secretary of State with a 
fee of $5.00. Requires a service § 30‐11‐40 State Statute  
A certified copy of a railroad document filed by the Secretary of State is 
evidence of the filing and facts contained in the instrument so filed and 
certified in courts of this State. Requires a service § 30‐11‐50 State Statute  
When railroad mortgages on file are satisfied, the mortgagee notes it on the 
margin of the copy on file or files a separate instrument with the Secretary of 
State declaring the mortgage satisfied. Requires a service § 30‐11‐60 State Statute  
As a public body, the Secretary of State's Office is required to furnish records 
to persons upon receipt of a Freedom of Information Act request. Requires a service § 30‐4‐30 State Statute  
A municipality seeking to form a redevelopment commission may pass an 
ordinance to form the commission.  Upon the filing of a certified copy of the 
ordinance, the Secretary of State shall issue a certificate of incorporation. Requires a service § 31‐10‐30 State Statute  
Legal FY 2020‐2021 35
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
The Secretary of State files certificates of appointment and reappointment of 
Housing Authority Commissioners, and the certificate is conclusive evidence of 














for certain filings. Requires a service § 33‐1‐220 State Statute  
A filing is effective on the date that it is received by the Secretary of State 
unless a delayed effective date and time are specified. Requires a service § 33‐1‐230 State Statute  
A business corporation may correct a document filed with the Secretary of 













County Circuit Court within 30 days of receipt of the rejected filing. Requires a service § 33‐1‐260 State Statute  
A certified copy of a document filed by the Secretary of State is conclusive 




Carolina. Requires a service § 33‐1‐280 State Statute  
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
The Secretary of State has the power reasonably necessary to perform the 






corporation as stated in its articles of incorporation expires.  Requires a service § 33‐14‐200 State Statute  
The Secretary of State must notify a business corporation if grounds for 
administrative dissolution exist and dissolve the corporation if the grounds are 




























franchise tax, license fee, or penalty required by law. Requires a service § 33‐31‐120 State Statute  
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the




Secretary of State may also prescribe mandatory forms through regulation. Requires a service § 33‐31‐121 State Statute  
The Secretary of State of State shall collect filing fees for documents filed 
pursuant to Chapter 31 of Title 33; service of process fees; and copy fees for 
corporate documents. Requires a service § 33‐31‐122 State Statute  
A filing is effective on the date that it is received by the Secretary of State 
unless a delayed effective date and time are specified. Requires a service § 33‐31‐123 State Statute  
A nonprofit corporation may correct a document filed with the Secretary of 








the document is valid or contains correct information.  Requires a service § 33‐31‐125 State Statute  
 If the Secretary of State refuses to file a document, the Secretary of State 
must return it to the nonprofit corporation within five days with a brief written 
explanation of the reason it was rejected. Requires a service § 33‐31‐125(c) State Statute  
If the Secretary of State refuses to file a document, a nonprofit corporation 
may file an appeal with the Richland County Court of Common Pleas. Requires a service § 33‐31‐126 State Statute  
A certified copy of a document filed by the Secretary of State is conclusive 




Carolina. Requires a service § 33‐31‐128 State Statute  
The Secretary of State has the power reasonably necessary to perform the 






expires, or the corporation has been adjudicated bankrupt.  Requires a service § 33‐31‐1420 State Statute  
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the





















of State by the Plaintiff). Requires a service § 33‐31‐1707 State Statute  
A corporation not‐for‐profit may submit a petition to the Secretary of State to 




payment of certified copy fee.   Requires a service § 33‐36‐220 State Statute  
The Secretary of State of State shall collect filing fees for documents filed for 
corporations not‐for‐profit, as well as copy fees for regular and certified 
copies. Requires a service § 33‐36‐230 State Statute  
Persons seeking to form a business development corporation for the purpose 
of promoting, developing, and advancing the prosperity and economic welfare 
of South Carolina may incorporate with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 33‐37‐210 State Statute  
The provisions of Chapters 1 through 20 of Title 33 shall apply to business 
development corporations except when such provisions conflict with or are 
inconsistent with Chapter 37 of Title 33. Requires a service § 33‐37‐910 State Statute  
The provisions of Chapters 1 through 19 of Title 33 shall apply to benefit 
corporations except when such provisions conflict with or are inconsistent 
with Chapter 38 of Title 33. Requires a service § 33‐38‐120 State Statute  
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These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE
A domestic corporation may incorporate or convert to a benefit corporation, 
and must identify a specific public benefit purpose in its articles of 
incorporation. Requires a service § 33‐38‐200 State Statute  
A partnership may become a registered limited liability partnership by filing an 
application or renewal application with the Secretary of State.  Registration is 
effective for one year unless voluntarily withdrawn.  Requires a service § 33‐41‐1110 State Statute  
A foreign limited liability partnership may file an application or renewal 
application with the Secretary of State for a certificate of authority to transact 





















day, month, and year of the filing.   Requires a service § 33‐41‐1630 State Statute  
By transacting business without being registered, a foreign limited partnership 




cannot be found or served with the exercise of reasonable diligence. Requires a service § 33‐42‐1620 State Statute  
A limited partnership may form by executing and filing a certificate of limited 
partnership with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 33‐42‐210 State Statute  
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transaction of business in South Carolina. Requires a service § 33‐44‐1007 State Statute  
If a foreign limited liability company transacts business in this state without a 
certificate of authority, it appoints the Secretary of State as agent for service 






State keeps a record of all process served. Requires a service § 33‐44‐111 State Statute  
A limited liability company may organize by filing articles of organization with 





Secretary of State unless a delayed effective date and time are specified.   Requires a service § 33‐44‐206 State Statute  
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A limited liability company may correct a document filed with the Secretary of 




authorized to do business in South Carolina. Requires a service § 33‐44‐208 State Statute  
Upon receipt of certification from the board of incorporators that all 
requirements for formation have been met, the Secretary of State shall issue a 












shall file it. Requires a service § 33‐46‐90 State Statute  
Marketing cooperative associations shall pay filing fees of $10.00 for articles of 
incorporation and $2.50 for articles of amendment. Requires a service § 33‐47‐260 State Statute  
The provisions of the general corporation laws of South Carolina shall apply to 
marketing cooperative associations except when such provisions conflict with 
or are inconsistent with Chapter 47 of Title 33. Requires a service § 33‐47‐40 State Statute  
Five or more persons engaged in the production of agricultural products may 










the cooperative owns affected property. Requires a service § 33‐49‐90 State Statute  
A business trust created under common law or doing business in South 
Carolina under an express trust instrument shall file a certified copy of the 
trust instrument with the Secretary of State.  Requires a service § 33‐53‐10 State Statute  
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33‐56‐110(E) State Statute  
Prohibits misrepresentations when soliciting contributions and provides for 




registered agent. Requires a service § 33‐56‐130 State Statute  
Authorizes Secretary of State to investigate violations of Solicitation of 
Charitable Funds Act and issue subpoenas. Requires a service § 33‐56‐140(A) State Statute  
Authorizes the Secretary of State to asses administrative fines of up to 
$2,000.00 per violation of the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act. Requires a service § 33‐56‐140(B) State Statute  
Authorizes the Secretary of State to send notices via certified mail for 
violations of the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act. Requires a service § 33‐56‐140(B) State Statute  
Authorizes the Secretary of State to seek injunctive relief in Administrative Law 
Court for violations of the Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act. Requires a service § 33‐56‐140(C) State Statute  
Authorizes the Secretary of State to reject registration applications, 
statements, reports and other filings that contain false or misleading 





or file an appeal within allotted time frame.  Requires a service § 33‐56‐140(E) State Statute  
Provides for criminal prosecution of certain charities‐related offenses and 
prohibits convicted persons from serving as a professional solicitor or 
professional fundraising counsel for five years after conviction. Requires a service § 33‐56‐145 State Statute  
Allows the Secretary of State to designate a Director of Public Charities. Requires a service § 33‐56‐150 State Statute  
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Allows the Secretary of State to enter into agreements with other states to 
exchange information related to charitable organizations, professional 
solicitors, professional fundraising counsel, and commercial co‐venturers. Requires a service § 33‐56‐190 State Statute  
Charitable organizations soliciting in South Carolina must file a registration 
statement with the Secretary of State that discloses specific information 
required by statute. Requires a service § 33‐56‐30 State Statute  
Requires the Children's Trust Fund of South Carolina to file a registration 
statement, but exempts it from paying the $50.00 registration fee. Requires a service § 33‐56‐40 State Statute  
Requires fire departments to file a registration statement, but allows the local 
governing body of multiple fire departments (e.g. the county) to pay a single 










use professional solicitors to conduct their fundraising activities. Requires a service § 33‐56‐55 State Statute  
Charitable organizations that have filed a registration statement or that are 
soliciting contributions in South Carolina must file an annual financial report 








56‐70(C)  State Statute  
Professional solicitors and commercial co‐venturers must file joint financial 









Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act. Requires a service § 33‐56‐80 State Statute  
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Outlines required disclosures by professional solicitors when soliciting 
contributions and provides for enforcement of this section by the Secretary of 
State. Requires a service § 33‐56‐90 State Statute  
Provides definitions for administration and enforcement of raffles operated for 
charitable purposes. Requires a manner of delivery § 33‐57‐110 State Statute  
Provides the specific requirements a nonprofit organization must meet in 
order to legally conduct raffles. Requires a manner of delivery § 33‐57‐120(A) State Statute  
Outlines the types of raffles that a nonprofit organization can conduct without 
having to register with the Secretary of State, including prize limits and 




33‐57‐120(C) State Statute  
Permits the Secretary of State to revoke a nonprofit organization's registration 
to conduct raffles if it loses its tax exempt status with the Internal Revenue 














failure to file the report timely. Requires a service § 33‐57‐150 State Statute  
Requires nonprofit organizations to maintain accurate fiscal records relating to 
raffles for three years. Requires a manner of delivery § 33‐57‐150(D) State Statute  
Authorizes Secretary of State to administer the provisions of the chapter 
governing nonprofit raffles.  Requires a service § 33‐57‐160(A) State Statute  
Authorizes Secretary of State to investigate raffle violations, issue subpoenas, 










administrative fines or file an appeal within allotted time frame.  Requires a service § 33‐57‐160(D) State Statute  
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Provides for criminal prosecution of certain raffles‐related offenses and 
prohibits convicted persons from registering to conduct raffles for five years 
after conviction. Requires a service § 33‐57‐170 State Statute
Authorizes the Secretary of State to promulgate regulations to administer and 




collateral, timber to be cut, and fixture filings. Requires a service § 36‐9‐501 State Statute  
A financing statement is sufficient only if it provides the name of debtor, the 
name of secured party, and indicates the collateral covered by the financing 
statement.  Requires a manner of delivery § 36‐9‐502 State Statute  
The financing statement must contain the name and address of the debtor and 
the secured party to be sufficient. Requires a manner of delivery § 36‐9‐503 State Statute  
The financing statement must contain a description of the collateral that it 
covers to be sufficient. Requires a manner of delivery § 36‐9‐504 State Statute  
Communication of a record to a filing office and payment of applicable filing 
fee or acceptance of the record by the filing office constitutes filing.  Requires a service § 36‐9‐516 State Statute  
Filing does not occur if the record is not communicated by a method or 
medium authorized by the filing office; applicable fee not submitted; lack of 








record is being filed for a purpose other than a secured transaction. Requires a service § 36‐9‐516(b)(9) State Statute  
A person may file an information statement with the Secretary of State if they 
believe a previously filed record is inaccurate or was wrongfully filed. Requires a service § 36‐9‐518 State Statute  
As the filing office, the Secretary of State shall assign a unique number to the 
statement to include date and time of filing; index debtor's/secured party's 
name and address; and maintain the filed record for public inspection. Requires a service § 36‐9‐519 State Statute
As the filing office, the Secretary of State shall refuse to accept a record for 
filing for a reason stated in 36‐9‐516(b).  Requires a service § 36‐9‐520 State Statute
If the Secretary of State refuses to accept a for filing or cancels a wrongfully 
filed record, the secured party may file an appeal with the Administrative Law 
Court.  Requires a service § 36‐9‐520(e) State Statute
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The filing office must accept financing statements and amendments in the 
form and format prescribed, except for reasons provided under Section 36‐9‐


















with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 37‐17‐30(B)(1) State Statute  
The Secretary of State is designated as the registered agent and may accept 
service of process for discount medical plan organizations that have not filed a 




someone from our agency must/may serve § 37‐6‐502 State Statute
The Secretary of State is charged with the administration of Article 11 of 
Chapter 15, Title 39, which governs registration of state trademarks and 










Secretary of State. Requires a service § 39‐15‐1115 State Statute  
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recorded at the discretion of the Secretary. Requires a service § 39‐15‐1135 State Statute  
The Secretary keeps a record of all marks registered or renewed for public 
examination. Requires a service § 39‐15‐1140 State Statute  
The Secretary shall cancel a registration if the registrant requests it, if the 















Department of Revenue for prosecution. Requires a service § 39‐15‐1190 State Statute  
Legal FY 2020‐2021 48
Description Purpose Law Number Jurisdiction Type Notes
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the














of the transfer. Requires a service § 39‐15‐440 State Statute  
Requires sellers of business opportunities to file disclosure statements and 
copy of surety bond or notice of trust account with the Secretary of State, and 
the Secretary of State to issue the seller a registration number. Requires a service § 39‐57‐50 State Statute  
Requires sellers of business opportunities to renew their registration with the 
Secretary of State every 24 months.  Requires a service § 39‐57‐55 State Statute  
Permits the Secretary of State to investigate violations of the State Commodity 
Code. Requires a service § 39‐73‐310 State Statute  
Permits the Secretary of State to issue cease and desist orders and civil 
penalties, and to initiate court actions against violations of the State 
Commodity Code. Requires a service § 39‐73‐315 State Statute  
Permits the Secretary of State to cooperate with securities agencies and 
agencies of other jurisdictions in investigation, litigation, sharing of 










part. Requires a service § 39‐73‐360 State Statute  
Non‐resident prescription drug distributors must designate a registered agent 
for service of process. Requires a service § 40‐43‐83(B) State Statute  
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circumstances.  Requires a service § 41‐25‐30 State Statute  
Provides that the licensure period for a private personnel placement service 
shall extend for 24 months, and provides the deadline for renewal of the 




number of employees to the State Accident Fund. Report our agency must/may provide § 42‐7‐75 State Statute
Local governments seeking to form a regional health services district must file 
with the Secretary of State copies of the enactments creating the health 
services district. Requires a service § 44‐7‐2030 State Statute
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Persons seeking to form a health services district as a public corporation may 
file a certificate of incorporation with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 44‐7‐2153 State Statute
The board of a health services district may amend the certificate of 
incorporation by filing an amendment with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 44‐7‐2154 State Statute
Foreign nursery businesses shipping into this State shall appoint the Secretary 
of State as agent for service. Requires a service § 46‐33‐40 State Statute  
A person can apply for a brand by sending the Secretary of State a facsimile of 
the desired brand and written application which states where the brand will 




where it appears on the livestock. Requires a service § 47‐9‐270 State Statute  
Once the certificate is received from the Secretary of State, the owner records 





certificate. Requires a service § 47‐9‐330 State Statute  
The Secretary of State shall cancel the registration of any brand at the written 
request of the owner or on order of a court of competent jurisdiction. Requires a service § 47‐9‐340 State Statute  
It is unlawful to brand livestock unless the brand has been registered with and 
certified as the Secretary of State and has been recorded with the Clerk of 
Court in each county where he has livestock. Requires a manner of delivery § 47‐9‐380 State Statute  
The Secretary of State must keep a record of all brands registered and the 
names and addresses of the owners, which records are open to the public. Requires a service § 47‐9‐390 State Statute  
The Secretary of State may promulgate rules and regulations to supplement 
this article. Requires a service § 47‐9‐400 State Statute  
A municipality with a certificate of incorporation issued by the Secretary of 







certificate. Requires a service § 5‐1‐100 State Statute  
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and approved by the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 5‐1‐30 State Statute  
The Joint Legislative Committee on Municipal Incorporation returns the copy 
of the filing to the Secretary of State with a written decision of its 




appoint managers to conduct the election. Requires a service § 5‐1‐50 State Statute  
The commissioners of the election certify the result of the election under oath 
to the Secretary of State. If the result is in favor of incorporation, the Secretary 
of State issues a certificate of incorporation to the municipality. Requires a service § 5‐1‐70 State Statute  
The Secretary of State must have a receipt from the State Treasurer for 
payment of the incorporation fee before delivering a certificate of 




qualify. Requires a service § 5‐1‐90 State Statute  
If the residents of a municipality vote to reduce the corporate territory of a 
municipality, the municipal council must notify the Secretary of State of the 





territory added. Requires a service § 5‐3‐90 State Statute  
A municipality shall file the ordinance selecting its form of government with 
the Secretary of State, who shall then issue an appropriate certificate of 
incorporation to the municipality.  Requires a service § 5‐5‐30 State Statute  
The Secretary of State is the sole cable franchising authority in South Carolina. Requires a service § 58‐12‐300 State Statute  
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Secretary of State of any change to cable or video service franchise fee rate. Requires a service § 58‐12‐330 State Statute  
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 A franchise authority, state agency, or political subdivision may not impose 
build‐out requirements on a holder of a state‐issued certificate of franchise 
authority. Requires a service § 58‐12‐350 State Statute  
 If three or more persons desire to form a corporation to build a railroad, or 
carry on a street railway, steamboat, or canal business, they may file a written 
declaration and petition with the Secretary of State. Requires a service § 58‐15‐10 State Statute  
The declaration, commission, incorporators’ return, and charter is filed or 













with the petition to amend filed with the Secretary of State under 58‐15‐160. Requires a service § 58‐15‐170 State Statute  
All fees collected by the Secretary of State under this chapter go to the State 
Treasury. Requires a service § 58‐15‐200 State Statute  
Opponents of the application may appear and oppose it. On such showing, the 
Secretary of State may refuse to grant the charter or may grant it according to 












of directors, president, and secretary of the company. Requires a service § 58‐15‐70 State Statute
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number of shares into which it will be divided. Requires a service § 58‐17‐340 State Statute  
A copy of the certificate attested by the Secretary of State or his deputy is 











companies forming the consolidated company. Requires a service § 58‐17‐630 State Statute  
On perfecting the agreement and act of consolidation and filing it, or a copy, 
with the Secretary of State, the corporations are deemed one corporation by 




someone from our agency must/may serve § 58‐31‐20 State Statute
Certified copies of the Public Service Authority's service area must be filed 





Authority.  Requires a service § 58‐31‐50 State Statute
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11‐1630(D) State Statute  
The Secretary of State shall investigate failures of special purpose districts to 
disclose required information and grant filing extensions to special purpose 
districts not to exceed 60 days. Requires a service § 6‐11‐1640(A) State Statute  
If a special purpose district refuses to produce required reports, the Secretary 
of State or county auditor may seek a writ of mandamus to compel 
production. Requires a service § 6‐11‐1640(B) State Statute  
The governing body of a special purpose district may petition to increase its 
membership, and file the petition with the Secretary of State for certification.  Requires a service § 6‐11‐335 State Statute  
Two or more governmental entities participating in joint agency may file an 
application with the Secretary of State.  If the statutory requirements are met, 
the Secretary of State shall issue the joint agency a corporate certification. Requires a service § 6‐24‐50 State Statute  
A joint agency shall notify the Secretary of State of the addition or withdrawal 
of members of the joint agency. Requires a service § 6‐24‐70 State Statute  
Two or more governmental entities participating in joint system may file an 
application with the Secretary of State.  If the statutory requirements are met, 
the Secretary of State shall issue the joint system a corporate certification. Requires a service § 6‐25‐50 State Statute  
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A joint system shall notify the Secretary of State of the addition or withdrawal 
of members of the joint system. Requires a service § 6‐25‐70 State Statute  
The Secretary of State shall record certified election results received from the 
State Election Commission. Requires a service § 7‐17‐300 State Statute  
Upon receipt of certified election results from the State Election Commission, 
the Secretary of State shall transmit a copy of those results to the elected 
candidates and the Governor. Requires a service § 7‐17‐310 State Statute  
The Secretary of State shall publish a copy of the certified election results in 







district where the electors have assembled. Requires a service § 7‐19‐100 State Statute  
Electors are entitled to mileage, subsistence, and per diem allowance as 
authorized for state boards, committees, and commissions, to be paid from 




















direction of the Governor (Certificates of Ascertainment). Requires a service § 7‐19‐90 State Statute  
Legal FY 2020‐2021 57
Description Purpose Law Number Jurisdiction Type Notes
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the












convention.  The reports must be public record. Requires a service § 7‐9‐80 State Statute  
The Secretary of State shall determine on an annual basis if a charitable 
organization meets the criteria to receive charitable contributions from state 






































Description Purpose Law Number Jurisdiction Type Notes
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the





































































Description Purpose Law Number Jurisdiction Type Notes
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the










































Order 2017‐09 State Executive Order  
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Description of Service Description of Direct Customer Customer Name
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Description of Service Description of Direct Customer Customer Name
Others Impacted By the 
Service
Agency unit providing 
the service Description of agency unit
Primary negative impact if service 
not provided
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Carries out escheatment process for real 
property and turns over proceeds to State 

















































































































Description of Service Description of Direct Customer Customer Name
Others Impacted By the 
Service
Agency unit providing 
the service Description of agency unit
Primary negative impact if service 
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Agency Partnerships Responses:
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the












Frequency Type of Entity
Method to Access the 
Report
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Reports Responses:
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the











Frequency Type of Entity
Method to Access the 
Report
Direct access hyperlink 
or agency contact
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Frequency Type of Entity
Method to Access the 
Report
Direct access hyperlink 
or agency contact
These responses were submitted for the FY 2020-2021 Accountability Report by the
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Subsequent Events Report § 11‐11‐40
This report identifies information obtained 
subsequent to submission of the Master Reporting 
Package which impacts the accuracy of the 
information provided 10/31/2020 Annually
South Carolina state agency or 
agencies
Electronic copy available 
upon request
Tracy Watford, Director of 
Administration
Wage & Contribution Report Regulation 47‐15
Employees' wages of covered employees for 
unemployment insurance. July 2021 Quarterly
South Carolina state agency or 
agencies
Electronic copy available 
upon request
Tracy Watford, Director of 
Administration
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